
  
 Over the next several months I will be presenting highlights of the cities we will be visiting on our Van-
tage River Cruise on the Seine.  This is the first of that series and I hope you find these articles interesting 
and useful. 
 

Some of our group will be taking advantage of the Vantage pre-trip extension to Chan-
tilly and the Champagne Region of France.  I will not be taking the pre-trip extension 
as I have already been to this region of France.  For those of you who are going, it will 
be a most memorable experience.   The hillsides covered in grape vines, the beauty of 
the French countryside and the charm of the city of Reims.  And of course the Choco-
late and Champagne!  The Cathedral of Reims is magnificent.  For those who visited 

the ornate cathedrals of Austria and Germany on our last cruise, be pre-
pared for a very different style of architecture but equally beautiful. 
 
Reims is located in Northeastern France in the Grand Est region.  It is 
the unofficial capital of the Champagne region.  Every King from 987 to 
Charles X in the 19th century was crowned at Reims Cathedral.  The ca-
thedral is known of its stained-glass windows, designed by Marc Chagall, 
and its Gothic carved portals including the Smiling Angel.  See if you can 
find her in the north portal of the west façade. 

 
There is much to see and do in the Reims and the surrounding areas.  These are a few of the highlights. 

 
The Palace of Tau is the Episcopal Palace next door to the cathedral 
where the cathedral’s treasury is kept and also had a role in the corona-
tion ritual.  The King would come here to don his robes and from 990 to 

1825 the post coronation banquet was held at the Palace of 
Tau.  On display is an astounding array of tapestries, reliquaries 
and statues.  Must sees are the 9th century talisman of Charle-
magne and the Holy Ampulla which contained the anointing oil 
of every coronation from Louis VII in 1311 to Louis XVI in 1774. 
 

 



The champagne houses of Reims begin in the 18th century.  Vantage will be 
providing a guided tour of one the houses.  Just a few of the prestigious 
names are Mumm, Veuve Cliquot-Ponsardin, Tattinger and Ruinart.  Mas-
sion Ruinart was the first producer to set up in Reims and its chalk tunnels, 
used to age and store the wine, are 40 meters underground, and are pro-
tected as a historical site. 
 
The Musée des Beaux-Arts, set in a former abbey, is Reims’ fine arts mu-
seum and is a product of the Revolution.  Its collection is based on works 
seized from the region’s aristocracy.  Sine then the inventory has grown 
with donations.  It provides a comprehensive overview of the main Euro-
pean art movement from the 1500s to the 1900s. There are paintings by 
Renoir, Matisse, Monet and Charles Le Bun (who decorated Versailles).  
However, the museum is noted for its set of 27 works by the 19th century 
landscape artist Camille Coroy, the second largest in the world. 
 
Reims even provides something for automobile enthusiasts.  Musée Auto-
mobile Reims Champagne with 230 cars on display will provide a clear pic-
ture of the history of French automobiles.  The oldest vehicle dates to 1908.  
Many cars are from long defunct marques such as; Salmson, Delage, Ber-
liet and Chernard-Walcker.  Some are limited editions and the last remain-
ing models in the world 
 
 
 
Other sites of note are: 
Palace Royale; plotted in 1760, it was built to honor King Luis XV. 
Bibliotheque Carnegie; Reims was one of three cities damaged by World 
War I to receive a library from Andrew Carnegie. 
Musée de la Reddition; Germany’s official surrender at the end of World 
War II was signed in Reims’ Lycée Franklin Roosevelt on May 7, 1945.  
This museum commemorates the event. 
 
 
 

 
Vantage will also offer a guided tour to 
the Lost Battlefields of World War I.  
This excursion takes you to Belleau 
Woods including the American Ceme-
tery and memorial Château Thierry. 
 
 

 
Enjoy your time in Chantilly and the city of Reims.  Be sure to take a lot of pictures to share with the rest of us 
onboard ship! 
 

Barbara Kelly 
 

 


