
 Day 4 of our cruise finds us in Vernon.  After a fabulous breakfast aboard the ms River Venture, we start our morning with 
a Vantage guided tour of the area.  The tour will include the cities of Vernon and Giverny (Monet’s Gardens and Home). 
 

After the completion of our guided tour, we will have the rest of the day to leisurely explore Vernon 
and Giverny.  Let’s start with Vernon. 
 

Vernon is located on the Seine between Paris and Rouen and at the entrance to Normandy.  It is 
also next door to Giverny, the famous village of painter Claude Monet. 
 

Vernon is an ancient town as attested by prehistorical Celtic, Galo-Roman and Mervingian remains.  
It became an important military town after the foundation of the Duchy of Normandy.  Philippe Au-
guste built the Tourelles (turrets) castle of Vernon in 1196 to defend the city.  Today, the remains of 
the stronghold consist of four towers and a keep. 
 

Claude Monet immortalized many of the Vernon’s landmarks in his paintings.  Vernon, today, is a small town with a web of delight-
ful old streets.  The oldest part of the town is around the Collegiate Church Norte-Dame. 

 

The building of the Collegiate Church Norte-Dame was started in 
the 11th Century but was not completed until the 17th Century.  
The style is mostly Gothic.  The church was dedicated in 1072 “to 
the Holy Mother of God,” thus the name Norte-Dame (our lady).  
In 1658 the pavement was raised about 2 feet to keep out the 
flood waters of the Seine.  Look for the 2 engravings on the outer 
wall of the church to commemorate the floods.  The west façade 
boasts a unique rose window in ‘flaming’ Gothic style.  The pipe 
organ dates to 1610.  Saint Adjutor is the patron of Vernon. 
 

Next to the church is a beautiful half-timber mansion which now 
houses the Tourist Information office.  It is one of the oldest 
houses in Vernon dating back to the 15th Century.  Don’t miss the 
delicate carved corner post on the theme of the Annunciation. 
 

 

The Town Hall was built at the end of the 19th Century in the neo-classical style.  It faces the Colle-
giate Church on the town square.  The mayor who built the Town Hall took care to raise the bell 
tower higher than the church’s tower because of the rivalry between religious and civil power at the 
time. The French have long been strong proponents of civil liberties! 
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A landmark of Vernon, the old mill, straddles two piers of the ancient building on the Seine.   



Chateau de Bizy is nicknamed “little Versailles” because of its fountains.   It stands on a hill one 
mile away from downtown Vernon. It is privately owned, but guided tours are available. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
Giverny, about 4 miles from Vernon,  is best know for the Claude Monet Foundation Gardens and 
Home. 
In 1883 Claude Monet rented a large house in Giverny and moved there with Alice Hosechedé, his 
two sons and her six children.  The house was a farmhouse with a vegetable garden and orchard 
of one hectare (2.47105 acres).  In his letters Monet expressed a growing attachment to Giverny 
and he stayed until his death on December 5, 1926.  In 1890, he purchased the house and gardens 
and transformed them completely.  In front of the house lies Clos normand (full of flower), 
100,000 plants replaced each year and 100,000 perennials.  On the other side of the road, Monet 

had a water lily pond dug.  To achieve this, he had a branch of the 
Epte river diverted.  Many of Monet’s paintings depict the Japa-
nese bridge and the water lilies. 
 

From 1887 onwards many American painters were drawn to the 
region and settled in Giverny.  However, this was by chance and 
not due to Monet as they were unaware of his presence.  The 
painters Sargent, Metcalf, Ritter, Taylor, Wendel, Robinson, Bruce 
and Breck came first.  For 30 years about a hundred artist stayed in 
Giverny.  They did not have much contact with Monet as he con-
sidered them as nuisance.  However, their art was deeply influ-
enced by his impressionist techniques. 
 

The town of Giverny has more to offer than just the Monet experi-
ence.  The town itself is lovely for taking a stroll and gazing at the charming country houses that 
rival Monet’s.  Giverny also remains the home of many modern-day impressionist artists who 
have their own small private galleries, such as Calude Cambour, Florence Ramier and Chistophe 
Demarez.  These galleries can be found on the same road as the Monet Foundation.  There is also 
the Museum of Impressionism.  About a half mile from the Monet Foundation is the Saint-
Radegonde Church, where Monet’s family tomb can be visited. 
 

The hillsides surrounding Giverny are adorned with wildflowers and provide a perfect setting for a 
nature walk.  Route maps can be found at the Tourist Board.  Those with an adventurous spirit 
can venture out on their own.  The old railroad path is a great option that when followed keeps 
you from getting lost and can even take you all the way back to Vernon.  Anyone up for a 4-mile 
hike! 
 

However, you choose to spend your day in Vernon and Giverny, be back to the ms River Venture 
to enjoy the pre-dinner hour wine tasting! 
 

Au revoir pour le moment! 
Barbara Kelly 

 

 

 

 

 


